
Dialogue Question VI: 
what then does God require?

We Cannot Do It.
We already have failed to live up to what God requires—perfection.  Because our 

failure is of infinite proportions, God must punish us or else make a compromise of 
infinite and final consequence himself.  So, having already failed, we are in a desperate 
state of hopelessness.  Our own rebellion has created an infinite separation from God.  
We cannot come close to impressing him.  He cannot simply lower his standard and 
‘grade on the curve’.  As Isaiah 64:6 says, “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags” in 
God’s sight.  The best we can now do is unimpressive, even disgustingly bad.  

  
It has Already Been Done.

 But Jesus not only met God’s standard of perfection, he paid the penalty for our 
sin by humbling himself to become a man, living a sinless life, dying a horrific death on a  
Roman cross, and experiencing separation from God the Father. 

There is Nothing Left to Do.
Not only are we incapable of earning eternal life or impressing God, we don’t 

have to!  Because Jesus did what we cannot do, we are left with two basic options.  We 
can either take God lightly—trying to impress Him or run from him—or we can freely 
accept Christ’s perfect record as a substitute for ours.  “As it is written, ‘there is no one 
righteous, not even one…therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by 
observing the law…But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made 
known, to which the law and the prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.”  (from Romans 3)  “Christ Jesus…has 
become…our righteousness, holiness, and redemption.”  (I Corinthians 1:30)  How futile 
and despairing that anyone would continue to fight an un-winnable battle that has 
already been won!  We cannot earn God’s favor by being religious, hard-working, or 
moral, by abstaining or engaging in certain activities, or by having certain feelings or 
experiences.

Receiving the Free Gift
So instead of earning eternal life, we receive it as a free gift by receiving Christ.  

“The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23)  But a gift 
means nothing to us unless we receive it, “yet to all who received him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  (John 1:12)  So the 
question that remains is then how do we receive Jesus Christ?  Mark 1:15 shows two 
simple aspects of what it means to receive Christ—repentance and belief.

Repentance
 Repentance basically means a change of heart, to turn from something and turn 
to something else.  It involves recognition of personal guilt.  It means that we see our sin 
and the futility of either running from God or trying to earn his favor.  It means that we 
turn from those futile things and surrender to God.  To surrender to God is to receive 
Christ.  But there is a difference between receiving Christ and receiving who we imagine 
Christ to be.  Jesus Christ is our Savior, but he is also our Lord.  We cannot take him as 
our Savior without surrendering to him as the Lord of our life.  So we repent by turning 
from having ourselves as our own lord, calling our own shots, and turning to him as our 
Lord, surrendering our desires to obey him. 



Belief
 To believe means more than to recognize something as true.  A belief dictates our 
actions and attitudes.  For example, if someone who takes regular trips from America to 
Europe says that they believe airplanes are safe, yet every time they cross the Atlantic 
they take a boat which takes weeks instead of a plane which takes hours we would 
question whether they really believe in the safety of airplanes.  As beliefs dictate actions 
and attitudes, actions and attitudes reveal core beliefs.  True belief translates into 
personal trust.  If we really believe that Jesus Christ is the only hope for eternal life, then 
we will trust him—obeying him, taking on his purpose for us, prioritizing his priorities.  
And if we really understand who he is and what he has done for us, we cannot help but to 
become genuinely passionate about him.

The Gift Transforms
 Eternal life is a gift—completely free.  “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no 
one can boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9)  But the gift completely transforms all who receive it 
from the inside out.  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come!”  (II Corinthians 5:17)  Genuine faith transforms our purpose, 
priorities, attitudes, decisions, and actions.

The Challenge
Because we are sinful people, the transformation does not make us perfect 

overnight.  At times the process is rapid, but other times it can be slow, messy, and even 
painful.  To receive salvation through Jesus Christ places us in a battle.  But it is exactly 
this process that God uses to transform us, making us more like him.  Peter wrote to a 
group of believers undergoing persecution that their trials “have come so that your faith
—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be result 
in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  (I Peter 1:7)  If we have 
genuinely received Jesus Christ—no matter how sinful we have been—we can look 
forward to that day of everlasting praise, glory, and honor when we will be completely 
transformed and forever free from suffering.  On that day “we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is.”  (I John 3:2)  We can also confidently anticipate with Paul “the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 
day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.”  (II Timothy 
4:8)



 The Gospel of John

Chapter 17
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify your 
Son, that  your Son may glorify you.  2For you granted him authority over all people that he might give 
eternal life to  all those you have given him.  3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  4I have brought  you glory on  earth by 
completing the work you gave me to do.  5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory 
I had with you before the world began.  6"I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the 
world. They were yours; you gave them to  me and they have obeyed your word.  7Now they know that 
everything you have given me comes from you.  8For I gave them the words you gave me and they 
accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that  you sent me.  9I 
pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  
10All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.  11I will 
remain in  the world no longer, but  they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave me--so that  they may be one as we are 
one.  12While I was with  them, I  protected them and kept  them safe by that name you gave me. None 
has been lost  except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.  13"I am 
coming to you now, but  I say these things while I am still in the world, so  that  they may have the full 
measure of my joy within them.  14I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for 
they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.  15My prayer is not  that you take them out 
of the world but  that  you protect them from the evil one.  16They are not of the world, even as I am not 
of it.  17Sanctify  them by the truth; your word is truth.  18As you sent me into the world, I have sent 
them into the world.  19For them I sanctify  myself, that  they  too  may be truly sanctified.  20 "My prayer 
is not  for them alone. I pray also for  those who will believe in me through their message, 21that  all of 
them may be one, Father, just  as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that  the 
world may  believe that you have sent  me.  22I have given them the glory that  you gave me, that  they 
may be one as we are one: 23I in them and you in me. May they be brought  to complete unity to let  the 
world know that  you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  24"Father, I  want those 
you have given me to be with  me where I am, and to  see my glory, the glory you have given me 
because you loved me before the creation of the world.  25"Righteous Father, though the world does 
not  know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent  me.  26I have made you known to them, 
and will continue to make you known in order that  the love you have for me may be in them and that  I 
myself may be in them."  

Chapter 18
When he had finished praying, Jesus left  with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the 
other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went  into it.  2Now Judas, who betrayed 
him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met  there with his disciples.  3So Judas came to the 
grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They 
were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.  4Jesus, knowing all that  was going to happen to him, 
went out  and asked them, "Who is it  you want?"   5"Jesus of Nazareth," they replied.  "I am he,"  Jesus 
said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.)  6When Jesus said, "I am he,"  they drew 
back  and fell to  the ground.  7Again he asked them, "Who is it  you want?"  And they said, "Jesus of 
Nazareth."    8"I told you that I am he," Jesus answered. "If you are looking for me, then let  these men 
go."  9This happened so that  the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I  have not lost one of those 
you gave me."   10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it  and struck the high priest's servant, 
cutting off his right  ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.)  11Jesus commanded Peter, "Put  your 
sword away! Shall I not  drink the cup  the Father has given me?"  12Then the detachment  of soldiers 
with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 13and brought him first  to 
Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest  that year.  14Caiaphas was the one who 
had advised the Jews that  it would be good if  one man died for the people.  15Simon Peter and another 
disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with  Jesus 
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into the high priest's courtyard, 16but Peter had to wait  outside at the door. The other disciple, who was 
known to  the high priest, came back, spoke to  the girl on duty  there and brought  Peter in.  17"You are 
not  one of his disciples, are you?"  the girl at  the door asked Peter.  He replied, "I am not."  18It was 
cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was 
standing with them, warming himself.  19Meanwhile, the high priest  questioned Jesus about  his 
disciples and his teaching.  20"I have spoken openly to the world," Jesus replied. "I always taught in 
synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret.  21Why 
question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said."  22When Jesus said this, one of 
the officials nearby struck  him in  the face. "Is this the way you answer the high priest?" he demanded.  
23"If I said something wrong," Jesus replied, "testify  as to what  is wrong. But  if I spoke the truth, why 
did you strike me?"  24Then Annas sent  him, still bound, to Caiaphas the high priest.  25As Simon  Peter 
stood warming himself, he was asked, "You are not  one of his disciples, are you?"  He denied it, 
saying, "I  am not."  26One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut 
off, challenged him, "Didn't  I see you with  him in the olive grove?"  27Again  Peter denied it, and at 
that  moment  a rooster began to crow.  28Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to  the palace of the 
Roman governor. By now it  was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not 
enter the palace; they wanted to  be able to  eat the Passover.  29So Pilate came out  to  them and asked, 
"What charges are you bringing against  this man?"  30"If he were not a criminal,"  they replied, "we 
would not  have handed him over to you."  31Pilate said, "Take him yourselves and judge him by your 
own law."  “But  we have no right  to execute anyone," the Jews objected.  32This happened so that the 
words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death  he was going to die would be fulfilled.  33Pilate 
then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?"  
34"Is that  your own idea," Jesus asked, "or did others talk to  you about  me?"  35"Am I a Jew?"  Pilate 
replied. "It  was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to  me. What  is it  you have 
done?"  36Jesus said, "My kingdom is not  of this world. If it  were, my servants would fight to prevent 
my arrest by the Jews. But  now my kingdom is from another place."   37"You are a king, then!" said 
Pilate.  Jesus answered, "You  are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and 
for this I  came into the world, to  testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."  
38"What is truth?" Pilate asked. With this he went out  again to the Jews and said, "I find no basis for a 
charge against  him.  39But  it  is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at  the time of the 
Passover. Do you want me to release 'the king of the Jews'?"  40They shouted back, "No, not  him! Give 
us Barabbas!" Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion.  

Chapter 19
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.  2The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put 
it  on his head. They  clothed him in a purple robe 3and went up to  him again and again, saying, "Hail, 
king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the face.  4Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, 
"Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that  I find no basis for a charge against him."  
5When Jesus came out  wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, "Here is 
the man!"  6As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, "Crucify! Crucify!"  
But Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify  him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against 
him."  7The Jews insisted, "We have a law, and according to that  law he must die, because he claimed 
to be the Son of God."  8When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9and he went back  inside the 
palace. "Where do you come from?" he asked Jesus, but  Jesus gave him no answer.  10"Do you refuse 
to speak  to me?" Pilate said. "Don't  you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?"  
11Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not  given to you from above. 
Therefore the one who handed me over to  you is guilty of  a greater sin."  12From then on, Pilate tried 
to set  Jesus free, but the Jews kept  shouting, "If you let  this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. 
Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar."  13When Pilate heard this, he brought  Jesus out  and 
sat  down on the judge's seat at  a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha).  
14It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour.  "Here is your king," Pilate 
said to  the Jews.  15But  they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!"  "Shall I crucify 
your king?" Pilate asked.  "We have no king but  Caesar," the chief priests answered.  16Finally  Pilate 
handed him over to them to be crucified.  So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.  17Carrying his own 
cross, he went out to  the place of the Skull (which in  Aramaic is called Golgotha).  18Here they 
crucified him, and with him  two others--one on each side and Jesus in  the middle.  19Pilate had a 
notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: jesus of nazareth, the king of the jews.  20Many of 
the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was 
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written in Aramaic, Latin  and Greek.  21The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not  write 
'The King of the Jews,' but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews."  22Pilate answered, "What  I 
have written, I  have written."   23When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them 
into four shares, one for each  of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment  was seamless, 
woven in one piece from top to bottom.  24"Let's not tear it," they said to  one another. "Let's decide by 
lot who will get it."  This happened that the scripture might  be fulfilled which said, "They divided my 
garments among them and cast lots for my clothing."   So this is what  the soldiers did.  25Near the cross 
of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  26When 
Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, 
"Dear woman, here is your son,"  27and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From that  time on, this 
disciple took her into his home.  28Later, knowing that  all was now completed, and so that the 
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty."  29A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they 
soaked a sponge in it, put  the sponge on a stalk  of the hyssop plant, and lifted it  to  Jesus' lips.  30When 
he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit.  31Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next  day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the 
Jews did not want  the bodies left  on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs 
broken and the bodies taken down.  32The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first  man 
who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other.  33But  when they came to Jesus and 
found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.  34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced 
Jesus' side with  a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.  35The man who saw it  has given 
testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that  he tells the truth, and he testifies so that  you also 
may believe.  36These things happened so that  the scripture would be fulfilled: "Not  one of his bones 
will be broken," 37and, as another scripture says, "They will look on  the one they have pierced."  
38Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, 
but  secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body away.  
39He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at  night. Nicodemus 
brought  a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about  seventy-five pounds.  40Taking Jesus' body, the two of 
them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with  Jewish burial 
customs.  41At  the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, 
in which no one had ever been laid.  42Because it  was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the 
tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

Chapter 20
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went  to  the tomb and saw 
that  the stone had been removed from the entrance.  2So she came running to  Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out  of the tomb, and we don't 
know where they have put him!"  3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  4Both were 
running, but  the other disciple outran  Peter and reached the tomb first.   5He bent  over and looked in at 
the strips of linen lying there but did not  go in.  6Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and 
went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the burial cloth that  had been 
around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself,  separate from the linen.  8Finally the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.  9(They still did not 
understand from Scripture that  Jesus had to rise from the dead.)  10Then the disciples went  back to 
their homes, 11but  Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to  look into the 
tomb 12and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other 
at  the foot.  13They  asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?"   “They have taken my Lord away," she 
said, "and I don't  know where they have put  him."  14At  this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not realize that  it  was Jesus.  15"Woman,"  he said, "why are you crying? Who is it 
you are looking for?"  Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have put him, and I will get him."  16Jesus said to  her, "Mary."  She turned toward him 
and cried out  in  Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).  17Jesus said, "Do not hold on to  me, for 
I have not  yet  returned to  the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my 
Father and your Father, to  my God and your God.' "   18Mary Magdalene went  to the disciples with the 
news: "I have seen  the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her.  19On the evening 
of that  first  day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  21Again 
Jesus said, "Peace be with  you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."   22And with  that he 
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breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are 
forgiven; if you do not  forgive them, they are not forgiven."  24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of 
the Twelve, was not  with  the disciples when Jesus came.  25So the other disciples told him, "We have 
seen the Lord!"  But  he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in  his hands and put  my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into  his side, I will not believe it."   26A week  later his disciples 
were in  the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  27Then he said to Thomas, "Put  your finger here; 
see my hands. Reach out  your hand and put it  into my side. Stop doubting and believe."  28Thomas 
said to him, "My Lord and my God!"  29Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not  seen and yet  have believed."  30Jesus did many other 
miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not  recorded in this book.  31But  these are 
written that  you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.  

Chapter 21
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by  the Sea of Tiberias. It  happened this way: 2Simon 
Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other 
disciples were together.  3"I'm  going out  to  fish," Simon  Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with 
you." So they went out  and got  into the boat, but that  night  they caught nothing.  4Early  in the 
morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that  it was Jesus.  5He called out  to 
them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?"  "No,"  they answered.  6He said, "Throw your net  on the right 
side of the boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because 
of the large number of fish.  7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to  Peter, "It is the Lord!" As 
soon  as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he 
had taken it off)  and jumped into  the water.  8]he other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net 
full of fish, for they  were not far from shore, about  a hundred yards.  9When they landed, they saw a 
fire of burning coals there with  fish  on it, and some bread.  10Jesus said to  them, "Bring some of the 
fish  you have just  caught."   11Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net  ashore. It was full of 
large fish, 153, but  even with so many the net was not  torn.  12Jesus said to them, "Come and have 
breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it  was the Lord.  13Jesus 
came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.  14This was now the third 
time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.  15When they  had finished 
eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon  son of John, do you truly  love me more than these?"  "Yes, 
Lord," he said, "you know that  I love you."  Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."  16Again Jesus said, "Simon 
son of John, do  you truly love me?"  He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that  I love you."  Jesus said, 
"Take care of my sheep."  17The third time he said to him, "Simon son  of John, do you love me?"  
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know 
all things; you know that  I love you."  Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.  18I tell you the truth, when  you 
were younger you dressed yourself and went  where you wanted; but  when you are old you will stretch 
out  your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want  to  go."  19Jesus 
said this to  indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow 
me!"  20Peter turned and saw that  the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the 
one who had leaned back against Jesus at  the supper and had said, "Lord, who is going to betray 
you?")  21When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, what  about  him?"  22Jesus answered, "If I  want him to 
remain alive until I  return, what is that to you? You must follow me."  23Because of this, the rumor 
spread among the brothers that  this disciple would not  die. But  Jesus did not  say that  he would not  die; 
he only said, "If I want him to  remain alive until I return, what is that to you?"  24This is the disciple 
who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that  his testimony is true.  25Jesus 
did many other things as well.  If  every one of them were written down, I suppose that  even the whole 
world would not have room for the books that would be written.
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-- Scripture taken from the New International Version of the Holy Bible --


