WHAT IS THE TEST OF TRUE BELIEF?

Lesson 1

Read II Corinthians 13:5 

What did Paul tell the people in the church that were leading questionable lives to do? 

What does it mean to test or examine one’s self? (what is the test all about?)

Read I Samuel 16:7 

Man looks at the ________________  ____________________. 

God looks at the   _________________________. 

If man looks at the outward appearance of things, how does this apply to looking at a person’s faith? 
How do we look at the outward appearance of one’s faith/ salvation? 

Read Jeremiah 17:9-10 

What does it mean, “the heart is deceitful”? 

God knows our heart, but can we always know and understand our hearts? Explain. 

If our natural inclination is to look at the outward appearance of things + our hearts are naturally deceitful, then how can we know whether we pass the test or not? 

Read Hebrews 4:12. 

Now answer the previous question again? 

According to Hebrews 4:12, how can we test the intention of our hearts and thus allow us to know the truth? 

Conclusion: 
It is important that every person who wants to pass this test to personally examine his own life in light of God’s word. 

Next lesson: Is everyone who claims to be a Christian truly a Christian?

IS EVERYONE A CHRISTIAN WHO CLAIMS TO BE?

Lesson 2

Read Matthew 7:13-14. 

What do the broad road and wide gate represent? (vs. 13) 

What do the narrow road and small gate represent? (vs. 14) 

From the passage, what choice must every person make? 

Read Matthew 7:15-20 

How can you tell the difference between a true and false prophet? 

What is meant by fruit? 

Is it possible to bear bad fruit and be a good tree? 

Read Matthew 7:21-23 
What distinguishes those who say they believe (the one who says “Lord, Lord” and does not enter God’s kingdom) and those who truly believe? (Jesus gives us a clue in v. 23) 

What are the sort of things that this person is leaning on? 

What parallel does this story have for us today? 

Read Matthew 7:24-27 

On what should we build our house (life)?  (vs. 24) 

Where can we find the proper foundation (the rock) for our lives?

How can we build our life on Jesus? (vs. 24a) 

What happens to those who do not build their life on Christ?  (vs. 27) 

True or False 

_____ If a person says he is a Christian, he must be a Christian. 

_____ A person does miraculous things, preaches, and/or belongs to a church, these are sure signs that he is a Christian. 

_____ At the judgement seat of Christ there will be just a few people who think they are Christians but are not. 

If a person is truly a follower of Christ, what must be evident in his life? 

Conclusion: 

Obviously from what Christ said, there are “many” who think they are Christians but in reality they are not. 

So, how can we tell whether a person truly believes or not? 

WHAT IS TRUE BELIEF? 

Lesson 3

There are tons of people that claim to be a Christians verbally, while their lives communicate a different message. Paul even talks about a group of people that were seemingly sincere and extremely passionate, but this passion was based on their own warped standards, not God’s. (Romans 10:2-4) In the midst of diverse opinion, can a person really know that they have true belief? 

The book of 1 John is a book written by John to people who were questioning whether their faith was truly genuine. 

Read I John 5:13. 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.
What was John seeking to communicate to these people? 

It is essential to understand that “these things” that were written in I John were written so that a person can know that they are being real toward God. Read the following verses to discover what a true Christian looks like. 

Christian 

Non-Christian 




1:6-7 

2:3-5 

2:6 

2:9-10 

4:20--21 

List characteristics of the true Christian and the one who just claims to be a Christian according to the following: 

Christian 

Non-Christian 




Titus 1:16 

II Tim. 2:19 

Heb. 12:14 

Gal. 5:19-21 

Gal. 5:22-23 

II Cor. 5:15 

II Cor. 5:27

What observations and conclusions can you make from the list in the last two questions? 

In your opinion, who are children of God? 

Read John 1:12,13. What requirement does John say that it takes to be a child of God? 

What false criteria do some people use to claim that right to be a child of Gods from v13? 

In Luke 9:23, Jesus said the following: 
And he said to all, If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 
What does this passage speak to you about the requirements to follow Christ (the outward fruit of true belief)? 

What areas is God calling you to deny yourself in order to follow Him? 

In your opinion, have you received the person of Christ into your life? 

If so, what areas do you need to constantly seek help to deny yourself? 

If not, what is keeping you from taking this step of faith to put your life completely into the arms of Christ? 

